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LITERATURE.
Are the Romanized Irish a Menace
to the United States?

MR. FROUDE'S CASSANDRA SHRIEK

—

«The Question Will Have To Be Fought Out
with Bullets Instead of Ballots,”

PROTESTANTISM  FAILED?

HAS

'Fhe striking article in the present number of the
Nofth Amevican Review is by Mr. James Anthony
Froude, snd 18 eutitied “Homanism and the Irish
Raee in the United Stutes.” We will not attempt to
eritieise this artiele, but merely give such extiracts
from it as will inform our readers of its flat-footed
sssertions and genersl tone, The present urticlo is
only the first inatalment of this cssuy, which will be
coutinued iu the nexi number,

Mr. Froude begins his paper in a somewhat pootic
vein, *The forces which produce the most remurk-
sble effects in this world,” he remarks, “work un-
seén and unthought of till the time comes for their
pperation to manifest itselt.” He refers to the delds
that lie bare and barren while the seed is swelling in
tho soil, and the forest tress that stand naked while
the wap is rising in the trunk. “The plienomena of
human life,” lhe argnes, “are the result of cuuses
similsrly and secretly active.”

‘OPHE WOMAN OF THE SEVEN HILLS."

Amarlea is the land of wonders, From 40,000,000
Eurbpeans thrown into a vast virgin continent,
with the arts and sciences, the accumulated kuowl-
edge and expericnoe of all sutecedent time, wo may
uaturtily look tor surprises, There, uncoustrained
by traditions and superstitions, new idens cun orgun-
ige themselves, and that under such conditions
phenomena should rise which hud never beon seen
pefore is no mors thay what resson wonld have
expected., What no one would or could bave ex-
pected (s that in Ameriea, of all conutries, 4 creed
witleh 1o the O1d World & contury ago was nniversally
supposed to be worn out and done with, should
have been precisely the ope which has taken root
therd most flrmly apd 18 growing with the uost
wpjazing r:gidm‘. A prophet, who had foretold st
the time the Declaration of Independence thut
within a cenitury the Boman Catholics would bie the
lurgest single religious community in the United
States, would lave deserved a place in a lunatie
ssylum, 50 absurd sneh an anteipation would have
seemied. Morinonism might havesppenred uullkel{.
socialism might have appesared unlikely; 1t would
bhave Leen distressing to expect o resurrection of
befef in magle under the contemptible aspect of
Spiritualism, Yet no one who undurstood
the erratic capabilities of man’s pature wounld
have said that clther of these extravigancos
wie efitirely impossible. That in New York and
New Englaud, the chosen home of Calvanism and
Puritanisnd, the Woman of the Seven Hitls should
nave set np her standard, aud that American cltizena
wonld boe gathered round it in nillions, would
huve seemed an by pothesis so wild that every man
or'womman with ordinary sense would have agresd
that it eould not be, Yet this extreordinery rfsct hns
literally come to pass, and the dresm of the ultra-
montanes that the Pope will soon excroise as com-
slote au authority in the United States as Gregory

‘If. ever eXercisod in Europs Is searcely more pre-
pokterons‘or imjpossible of realization than the stuto
ot things which dctuully exists wonld have secmed
to the grandrathers of the present generation.

PACTH AND FIGURER,

Mr, Froude then proceeds to give the statistica on
tho subject: —

In' 1765 there was one Roman Catholie bishop in
thé United States, with firty priests and twelvo
churches. The Romnn Cutholie population wns
French or Bpanish. They had neither school, col-
lege, convent nor monnstery. They were dechiming
in nnmbers or were being ubsorbod in the preponder-
nting Auglo-Saxon element. In 1879 the number of
CuthoHes is 6,500,000, They have 63 bishops, 5,750
priests, 5,660 elinrches, 500 convents, TU0 colleges,
semineries snd neademies snd nearly 2,000 parish
schools, The rate of incrosse is still rising, flocks
and pastors having more than doubled in the last
twenty years, The chief explanation is the immi-
gration of Irtwh peasantry, which began on o large
seale in 184647, Lhe Irish who Were in Amorica be-
fora the potawo famine were chisily Presbytoriaus
from the north, part of the Protestant colony
which had been plauted by Cromwell, They were
worth their weight in goid to Ireland, for it was for
Ireland's interest to bocome & Protestant country.
But they were too sturdy and independent to please
the bispops and landowndrs of the Established
Churel. They were persecuted awsy and went to
New England, whers they paid their debt, with iu-
torest, 1o the old country at Lexington aud Bunkor

.

Folly and misgovernment sent the Irish Preabyte-
riaus 1o America, The famine sent the Celtie peas-
sutry thither in ten times larger numbers. They,
too; when they went, supposed that they had to
thank FEugland for their bapishment. So scan-
dalously bad Ireland been trested that the people
not unnaturally set down whatever they suffered at
England's door. That they would carry with them
the old hostility to Englaud, as their Protestant
fellow countrymen had done, was probable enough.
Toat their religion would survive the changoe was
expected by no oge. Thetr own clergy dreaded the
sffect apon thom of contact with American lberty,

ABSURBING “RAGGED'" PAT,

The Americuns themselves thought that they
eould abaorb anil assimilste these ignorant millions
of ragged wretclios as casily a8 o shoal of sprats are
swallowed and digested by s whale. “How long
does it take,” T once asked & distinguished gentle-
man st New York, “to make an Irishman iuto an
American?’ “How long?* he said; “h'm! well,
about bhalf an hour."” This suswer, npfortunuately,
was more eplgrammatic than true., He wont on fo
explain that they would be scattered over o vast ex-
teut of conntry, where their priests could not follow
them; & man could not remain & Roman Catholie to
suy purpose without pricst, sacrament or chapel. If
the paronts conutinued, for their own lifetime, to
pray to the Virgin and the saints, the American
schoolmaster would take care to enlighton their
chuldren.,

ACTIVITY OF CATHOLICISM.

In this a8 in spme other poiuts the fine confidence
of the Americons in the effect of their institutions
Lias been disuppointed. The Irish peasant bas suf-
fered so long tor bis religion that it is in the gran-
ules of bis blood. Roman Catholicsm, which grew
sick and stagnant in power and prosperity, hus in
Ireland Leen braced itto vigor Ly calamity., Like
the wythologloal mouster it bas bosn in conot with
the bard soil of tact and bas gathered froah life from
it. With an encrgy infiuitely creditable to them,
when they reached the New World the Irish.
cletgy and peoplo  set  themselves to
their oew circnmstspces. There was money in
pietty, The old sixpence-a-day woges of Ireland
was turned into a8 many shillings, and out of the
mhilllogs the Irish boys sud girls parted cheerfully
with as many a8 were nesded for o faith which was
» second patturs to them, Thousands, perhaps tens
of thousands, were lost at first in the huge citios of
the enormous continent, but the Church soou over-
took ite struyiug sbeep. It watchod over their
mufrisges—tho Irish o Ameries moarry vlmilg
swong themselves and within their own erced.
Jt kept fta Lold ou the ehildren and furhisned
thews with antidotes w0  correct the polson
of  the seculsr  schools. The lapses

meet

censed, and after thirty years the Homan Catholic
Lody i the largest, strongest and wenlthiost io the
Uuniga; its mebers are the most perfectly organ-
iged aud the wost completoly obedient to their spir-
itudl chiots, The immigration from Irelagd has
altuost censed. It has beon chocked in part by the
ring of wages st Lome; other causes must be at work
wlso, which are tot understood ; for the population
ol the island, once so extremely prolific, does not

from |
the faith, ouce relatively large, have now wholly |
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religious Ibelief—bocause he sdberes to
an old and puctabl hich insists on wo-
rulity and the ten commandments, Thatre . une
fortunately, is by its rwn choice st war with e
other, and the American constitution is the polt
expression of the principles which the Pope
vivlently condemned. * ® & The Byllabus says

that wen are uot freo; that they are nok capable of
taking care of themselves; that the laity, in the

wost mportant matters, must be guided and gov-
e-rnled by the clergy; .hl.lup_ o!ududt’o‘bc
under 4 censorslip; roligion
l.u:ng true, utl others u-?&u. and ore ought

not to be tolernted, LI
WHAT A CARHOLIC MAJORITY COULD DO.

“Weo sgrov that the spiritual part of man cught to
rule the material; the guestion is, where the spirit-
ual part of mnsn resides, The Proleatant snswers
that 1t is in the individaal copseience and reason;
the Catholic says that it is in the Church, snd that it
speaks through bishops and priests. Thus, every
true Catholie is bonud to think and set as lis priest
tells bim, sud o republie of true Catholics becomes
a theocracy sdministered Ly the clergy. It is only
as long as they are & small mioority that
they cau be loysl subjects under such a constitu-
tion us the Amevican, As thefr numbers grow thay
will assert their privelples more sud more. Give
them the power, sud the constitution will be gone.
A Catholio majority, under wpiritual direstion, wil

bumanity sare not mechanical but vital. The
Catholie religion is sn organic foroe of this kind.
= = e

Las weiled its crest,
to iuterfere with con-
its confusions and in-

and Do longer aven pr 1 ]
duct at all, snd weariod with
oftectualitios many amiable are inclined to
take the Church at its word. That the Church has
refused to frateruize with the mwodern spirit is no
longer its crime, but its oredential; it can be
encountered onply by spirit convictions of the
sspe nsture as iteelf, which face it on own

ground,

Botter o batleve in the Virgin Mary and the
Ve ] rg and t

saiuts than in the almighty dollar on week days and
on Sundsys, in u religion which has no rule of life
to offer, and vattles in its old dross like & shrivelled
keruel of & nut in a shell too } forit. Th is
notlung to be sl.lgu‘isml ot ju this, A mu?:?lfa
does not consist the abundance ot the things
which he possesses. He must set some higher siu-
bition before himaself if existence Is to conlinue
toleruble, This amiition Protestantism has failed
to mdtisfy, ond he turps back in des to the ald
eommunity which his fathers desusrtod.
okt HAB FAILED,
Protestantism bLas falled. It i« & hard saying.
Protestuntism when it began was s revolt against
lies. It wos a flerce declaration that men would no
louger protend to believe what in their hearts they
did not and co ot belleve. 1In this sénse Protes-
tontism Las not falled, snd vever can il un Jong a8
there {8 an bhonest men left upon the globe, But we

"

torbid liberty of worship, snd wiil try to forbid Iib-
erty of consclence. It will control edueation; ib
wiill put the press under wurvelllsnes; it
will ~punish oppesition with !

tion, snd excomumuunicstion will be attended
witk eiyll  disabilities, That ¢ will try
to (o all this, as long as it accepts the

uitramontane theory which &t present paases cur-
rent, is as certain a8 mstbomastins. It tried befors,
in tho Dark Ages; it will try sgain in the age of en-
lightenment. Doubtless, were things ever o come
to such & pass, the laity would rover—as they
discovered before—that they bod rights as well

as  the eclergy; osnd  that they understood
earthly moatters better than the elergy. The
State  would tie wup tme bishops

and priests with fresh of pr e,
The bishops would have to be content wll.)it half the
loaf, Instead of the whols of it, to save their
stemporalities.” But the buattlecould not be l'nu'fl.\t
uuder the lorms of the Aworicsu Republic, The
Hepublie ean only subsist while the eitizens are in-
dividually independent 4 inst & disciplined
nud colierent spiritual Dl"ﬂllllllrﬂll. s secular orgaui-
#ntion an stable ns Itself can alone contend success-

tully.
- A DIBRECT MENACE.
“To the Republic ue it stands the Catholie system

i# o direct mensce. Men must be Judged by their
professious. Free govermments, in the New World

| und in the Old, stana face to face with & system
| which denies the nxioms on which they rest—a ays-

tend any more to an  increase st home, and
either clhildren are no  longer born  there
in the At proportion, or the drift |
i  directsd into  the English  towns and

colonles, to carry on the propagsndism elsswhoere.
But the Irish in America aro pow tndepondent of
additions trom wittiout., Thers are alréady sz mill-
jon# of them. They proserve the abstinence from
mexunl vice whieh distinguishes thom so hovorahly
At vome, aud this is favorable to large faodlies, If
they jjo on growing as thoy bave grown for the last
twenty yoars there will be twulve willlons at the cad
of the ceutury.
A WEIGHTY ELEMENT,

‘The frisn, whom Deau switt regarled meraly as
bewors of wood aud drawers of water, are pow,
says Mr, Froude, “virtually masters of their own
country; they turn the elections in the great Euglish
citign; they are & weighty clement in tho Euglish
eolonies; while in the New World they have ex-

anded into s natlon, separste ln relliglon, as little
F,k.;[, to merge in the oid raco of republican Amoeri-
cupe a4 the parent stock st bome in likely to assiml-

late with the British, moui:u greafted in upon the |

Amerigan constitution, to bear Its own frult there
for good or evil,”
SROUNGENIAL WITH RRPUBLICANIAM,

“Phe Irish nationnlity,” continnes Me, Froude,
*“like the dowish, is bound up with its religion, and
statids or fatle with b, Had the Irish who erossed
the Atlantic morgod, a4 they were eipected to do, (n
Amdriosn coclety, they woild have wtrengthened the
il teeling of sumity to the wother sountry, and
Irinh disaflection st bowe would have looked tor an-
Cou ragem and bolp to the Upited States, as in
1708 it looked to France, and in the sixteenth cons
tury to Spain.  The Homan Catbulie religion happily
proveut 8 fusion whieh would bhave been so
dapgorous. M uot incompatible with republicsn
fustitntions it s wncongeuial them,  The Irisl
rece the other wide of the Atlintie romnins o
separats (rom the Avglo-Baxon ns It is ot home, and,
lustesd of tho Amerignns being infectod with Irish
1 will toward Great Britain they have thomselves
au Irviah probiem of thelr own which is Voo o | g
seriously perplesing. It aeotn hara to sy (hat o
wan le s worse citizen because Lo in esrnest iy lis

tewn theoretically complete, aygressive and success-
ful; & growing mnucleus in & universe of
atoms; # €O body in midst of di-
vided interest nnd conten ing opinions; challen

& toleration it contemptuously refuses, and availing
ituelf of the opportunities which liberty allows it
to set it foot on Mberty itsalf, * * * No wonder
that modern governments look with alarm at the
speetre which has thus uppeared smong them. The
ultramontaue theory cannot itself trivmph, but it
can make an end of hustings snd balot box. It
may win its way to o position where, if it can msin-
tain itsolf, it will be fatal to intellectual freedom,
vot from which we sball ve nnable to drive it with-
but recourse to methods which we hoped that we
had outgrown.

THE IRIGH VOTE.

“The growth of the Irish element hea for some
time disturbed the minds of Americans. They have
absorbed a substance which they have been unable
to assimilate, and it interferes with thoir digestion,
A religion to which the Irish vote has given power
and consequence can already turn the seale among
thelr political partibs. It 18 out of harmony with
their institntions, and aftects, in o way
that no one eonid have looked for, thelr reln-
tions with the adjoiming transatlsntic States.
The Anglo-Americans are the leading wer
jn the Now World; they ¢laim a right to forbid the
juterforence of Europ go ta in any part
of tho Ameriesn continent; thoy bave asserted a
guasi protectorate trom the Canadian frontior tu the
Ixthmus of Durien; they have regarded Canada [taslf
a# virtually belonging to them, sithongh they have
been content that it should remasin, in usme, s
British dependency till it desires for itself to
enter the Unlon; but it has been s point of
patriotic belief that not the Cupadian Domipion
only, but Mexiro, and Central America, ana Ban
Domingo, and Cubs and the other isisnds will even-
tually gravitate into one body with them at no dis-
tant time, And they are now confronted with the
nupleasant fact that the Catholicism which they
Liave siready so much cause to fear is in ail
these countries overwlielmingly predominsnt. In
the British provinees there are 2,000,000 Catholica;
in Spanish Americs and the falsnds there aro
40,000,000; and further annexstion wears s less at-
tractive napect when the effect must be to swell the
numbers which are alresdy within théir own bor-
ders,

“It has been the fashion of stateamen to ssaume
that the time haa gone by whon religion csn have s
practical influence on politios.

WHERE THE HHOE PINCHES.

“*The Americans dre light hearted, confident in
themselves nnd in their Frluaipm. and #ll Istely
they have langhed at the {des that Romsnism can be
& resl danger to them. The Now Yorkets are vain of
their uew Cathedral. They bave hud a pride in feel-
ing that American energy can pu: so much life into
the oldest of the Old World superstitions, But al-
ready, in 8 vital point, theshoo which they have made
tor themselves is pinching them, If thereis one thing
which they are prouder of than another, it is their
national schools. The Homan Catholics do not like
those schools; they insist on educating their own
children; they intend, if they can, to apply the edu-
eation rate to a denominstional purpose; and in
New York, and possibly in Boston itself, their
numbers give thum & chsuoo of suocess. Nor
in this the worst, In Ameries, an In Eng-
lard und Scotland, they are making converts out
ot the Protestant communions. Weak, ilugll.nlun

tlive upou negations; we must havegonvictious
of a positive sort if our voyage through earthly exist-
e¢noe Ik to be ahh honoruble and Buccessful one, And
no Protestant community has ever succesded in
laying down a chart of Bumun life with any defluite
nil.h:? directions, In cvery corner of the world
there ia the same phenomenon of the decay of estab-
lished religions, In Catholic conatries as well ag in
Protestant, nay, swoug Mohammedans, Jews, Bud-
dhigts, Brahmans, teaditionary creeds nare los-
mg their hold, An  intellectusl revolution s
sweeping over the world, breaking down ostab-
lished opinions, dissolyiug tho foundetions on
which Ristorical fuiths have been butlt up, Selence,
history, philosophy, have combined to croute univer-
pal uncertainty, and Catholie Fravee and Italy ave no
better off in this respect thon Germauy or England
or Awmvrics, Yet Christisnity retains s powerlul
hold, especially over the Anglo-8axon race. When
rulm\fn reasoning fails, u conclusion may bo estab-
fshed by proviag that the ubsurdity of its uontril-

dictory and destructive ean 1to

of the City of New York
foytiom 3 o o8 f 0, S0 o Jarires
peota to receive §10,000 from two prolisent oltizens
of New York toward an endowment fund. When
such o {und shall have been secured by the sssocia-
tion Mrs. Jobhn Jacob Astor will also contribute
$500, and t Webb is confident that he will
soon ralse u handeome totsl. The association
originated with 8 meeting held st Hartford, Conn.,
February 19, 1874, under a 1nall. insued by Willisins

d Pe u o
:? the United Bial to send threo dele-
gt to so interco con-
veution. Fourteen colleges responded, and
a provisional coostitution, uuder which the first
compotitions wergé held, was drawn up. This, how-
ever, has since been supplanted by am b
organization. It was generally conceded that the

ultimate object of the sssociation should be to create
aotnn u-.eut:.’l tribunal to test the resulta of the cols
loges snd universities of tho country and lueits them
to study each o ‘W metheods, To scoure this
result & comprebensive series of examinatious seemed
to be essential, As such s programine could not bo
carried out in s dey 1t was detormined to begin with
competitions that could be edsily arranged, COonse-
guently, at the first contest in 1874 primes were
affered ouly for oratory snd essay writing. The fol-
lowing year, however, Greek muthematicn wore
added, and Latin aund ments] soience in 1876, Jndges
were snuually appointed in esch dep Prizes
were aw , pattly by means of sssessments on
the colleges and partly by contributions of various
individuals, among whom may be wentioned Mrs.
John Jagob Astor, ﬁu. John Taylor Johugton, Dwight
L. Olmstead and Mr, Gregory, of Marblebead, .
The first competition called out cundidates frowm
Princeton, Williams, Cornoll, Rlllq;.lrl. Lafayette and
the Unlwrﬂ:gdur the City of New York. At various
times were od afterward 8t Johu's College, the
Northwestern University, Madison University, tho

College of the City of New York, Hyrseuse Uni- s34, 1800 and  other cors, F tho
versity, Wesleyau and Hamilion, Several of | yow know  that whag t:hm“ .ha":g‘ ‘;;
these instiiutions withdrew from the lon for | Loouides (ss tho t of N ber 14-15 mra

METEORS!

Professor Proctor Predicts a Star Shower
About November 27.

ACROSS A COMETS PATIL

The Divided and Dissipated
Coniet of Biela.

Professor Richard A. Proctor furnishes s paper in
the current number of the English magssinoe Hel-
gravia entitled “Expected Motookic Display,” from
which we make tbe following extracts :—

THE PREDICTION.
It i ox, by nearly all astronomers who have
ven sttention td the subjoct that thers will bos
{splay of falling mtars ou or wbout November 27
wext, thongh the night of the shower may perhaps
fall earlier or later, within & woek or so either way.
‘The display, should it ocour, will possess far more
interest than suy ordivary shower of shooting sturs,
or even than the displays which have besn wit-
uessed on the night of November 18-14, in 1798,

varions reasoms, but thelr return to the fold is
expected now that an endowment fond is in pros-
pret.  'The control of the tion wus tormerly
vested eutirely in the dustes of tho varj

colleges, and the L was ily fine-
tuating, ull sction being based on the connnels of o

called) oceur, the esrih is passlng through tho track
of a eomuet whicl is followed by unconnted millions
of meteors, sud the Uke when on the nights of
August 10, 11 aud 12, the méteors ealled Porselds sre
Beayl, yet tho comets corresponding to tliese long

known meteorio showers nre less interesting to

now set of delegates asch year. A uvew Itution
was framed, by which the trol of the intlon
was veated in the students of colleges and uupiver-
sitles, the faculties of thowe institutions and the
honorary fellows of the associstion consisting of

i i and othars who might be

as | 4
% point where it {ssues in what our instincts re-
ject. Modern scepticismu has boen srrived us by
the application of those privciples of reason
which were sppedled to at the Retormation to iib-
erale us from Rome. Itf it leads to something which
we foel to be incredible the whole process s (iscred-
{ted from the begiuning. Tha aversge Englishman
and American {s not philosophic, but he i{s coustl-
tutionnlly reverept, That Clristianity in some
shupe is true his innermost conscience assures him.
He knows the weak points ot the forms of it jn
which he has been brought up. With the weak
poiuts of Catholicisin be hus not the same acquaint-
ance, and, when rationalism tells him to abandon
Curistianity, he replies by falling back into the
Romau communion,
THE ENGLISH PHOSKLYTES,

Among the men of the middie ¢clusses the move-
ment has not gone far. They are too busy for
specnlation. There are few infidels among them,
snd therefore fow Romaunists. The conversions in
Eugland have been chiefly among T8, women and
clergy ; ané umong thein, perhaps, t eg woild have
beon léss heard of, und thére might have been no
conversion at all had not politioal P d
with the intellectuul; and thus we come round
;gitn to who Irish qaestiom, with which ouf article

egan,

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT.

Mr. Thomas Hardy will write the serial story for
the next volume of “Good Words," beginning in
Jamnary next. -

In Lippincoit's for travel and fiction are

olocted. On March 30, 1877, this coustitution went
into effect and an act of incorporation was also ob-

tainod. !
COLONEL HIGGINSON ENTHUSIABTIC.

*There is hardly s point in our whole educational
systom,” said Colonel Higginson, some time ugo, in
reference to the aessocistion, *‘where a certain
swount of mouey, say $050,000, will go so far as
here. Wo shall have no occasion to waste a doliar
on expenkive buildings, that tomb of weslth in our
college endowments, We shall need no sslaries ox-
cefl the modest feea of our examiners and the faith-
fuily 31

won P of our jen. Even
the present prizes of money masy be gradually
ch d into schiolarahips or professorships, to be
held by those who desire to study st home or
abroad, and who will gtadually be required, it is
probable, to vindicate their cluims by their work.”

NEGLECTED STREETS.

WHERE THE DIRT ABOUNDS AND THE BROOM
I8 WANTED—THE QUABTERS OF THE POOR

OVERLOOKED.,

There is pletity of work at this moment for the
Strest Cleaning Departnient in half & dozen down-
town wards, east snd west. The rain of the day be-
fore yesterday had the cffect of dissolving the heaps
of mud that ih & great many streets wera for saveral
days awaiting the coming of the cartmen, so now

moat largely represented, There in » criticsl article
on the French impressioniet painters and on the
relstive value of home snd foreign instruction for
Americans—that is to say, Americans rich enough to
make the choice.

M. M whose chapt of Mexiean history
during the last montns of the reign of the Emperor
Maximilisan were printed im the HERALD some
months since; and i} derable 1
has combined them in s book, which has been pub-
lished by CMurpentier, of Paris, under sho title “Un
Essul d’Empire au Moxigne,”

That - amusing sketol, "“A Night On the Téte
Noire,” published in the November Harper, wis
written by Miss Josie Harper, daughter of one of
the members of the firm. It was sent im anony-
mously and sccepted as from am outsider.

Sadleir's “Bchool History of the United States™
in onec of aseries of CUatholie school bookd fssued
by Mrs, Willlam H. Sadleir. As intended to teach
the young the elements of our history it is worth
inquiring in what way it differs from others not
distinotively Catholie. The author snswers this
by complaining that +'the part enascted by Cathiolcs

on our soil, from the days of Columbus to she present

the aweeping has to be done over again. Then when
these muod heéaps are left untouched for over torty-
eight hours the wheels of g vehiel fap
them over the wtreet, dnd when rain is
superadded the condition of things is
worse than before, What the Street Clesning
Department has so far failed to sscomplish
is the prompt fewmovil of the strest sweepliugs.
When s strest is swoept now the diré Is gstbered into
little moonds along the cHrbstones on either side
and residents say it has been freguently left there
for three and four days. If the dirt cart followed
close upon the sweepers the streets would present s
differsnt sppearance,

A HzeaLp reporter made a four yesterasy of the
Seccond, Third, Fourth, Fifih, Sixth, Saventh, Ninth
and Thirteenth wards, and while hé found n

astr thou the comet along whoee track thoss
bodies trsvel which produce the shower of falling
wtars ween on the night of November 27, 1872, and
which are expected to y uee a similar display this

car. It was well remarked by M. ©. Btruve at the
ust meeting of the German Astrouomicul Bociaty,
thast 1o ubjoct has thrown more light on the general
natnre of comotio than the comoet kuown as
Biela's, T propose now to give a brief sketeh of the
bistory of this interesting body, and then to cou-
#lder the wh§ ¥ s expect that dur-
ing the last woek of November 1870 taere will be &

mote from which all to be
ll;“ﬂm.—m polut uwwm!r-yumd
nes ou which they ure sctunlly llmlllﬂ:q.n g
convarge. No moteor, then, o earth
cn the gourse thus ludicated could

move seiuslly from the radinnt
directly toward the o or

ble &t the t nt
seeming to move

direct|
paralle trom
observer, it would be neen, from ning
the end of its flight, at *po t8 remo from the
ending irom it, Thus the

radiant, but sl ou a line
actual path pursned by & meteor may be on one ajde
of the nnm{ sphere, while the radisnt is on the
other; precisely us any particular yard of » set of
arallel railway lines sud telegraph wirea may be to
he right or to the left, or above or below, o
muy bs behind an observer, while the point fro
which all these liues eonverge (8 in front of him.
Yot two meleor tracks, carefully observed, will suf-
flce, unless absolutely coincident, to n tho
radisnt Eoint belonging to o, BEN ng, of
course, that the bulop:% to the same systom. And
when on any night many metéors of HAImO BY#-
tem are seen, the radisnt point of the system, whl{:h
indicates the direction from wuich with respect to
tho earth they all seem to travel, can be most accu-
rately determined. In this vich meteor system
is perfoctly distinguisbable w;u |zu others; sud
also, from the position of the {ant polut of & sys-
tem, the question whether the mueteors are or sre
not bodies following in the track of sny
comet, ean be at onee sot at rest, The path of sush
bodies can ve caleulated with pertect t
The svparent path resulting from the combinution
of their motions with the wotions of the éarth can
be equully well determined. This gives tho e
diant poiut of such bodies, it snch bodies thiere are,
as they sppear in shooting star displays in our skies,
No seattered metoors, atill less any shower,
can be mistaken for attendants on such o comot—
at least, if we set sside the bare possibility (for
such it s} that bodies really travelling in
s different course Ay asppesr  ta truvel om
the same course, 'Uhis can lappdn, but 4§
i mo exceedingly unlikely that If & meteor
flight sppesrs st the time, and from the re-
diant pofn: correaponding to the attendantsof a B:l_r\-
tieular comet, it may by contident!y sssumed 13
they sre really such attendants,
THE DISPLAY OF 1872,

In 1872, Bigla's comet itself haviug been hoarched
for fruitlessly, several astronomers called sttahtion
to ll:; droumll.ln?: t;nt in thtn‘in:t wetk s:lxn-‘hum-

o might be expected to pass 0, &
trajn of malanr'lmtuilotinmn the track of the now
disintegrated comet. They showod ulso how Biela
meteors, if such existed, could be distinguistied
frem other shooting stare; the radiant pr it cor-
responding to attendants ou Biola’s come d;mgu
he rog where the tollati An d

Sy seel to
mo
would be :Ef-

uot

dinplay of shoutiiig Stars us the earth p
the comot's track,
BIELA'S COMNT.

In the year 1820 Biols discovered a eomet, the path
of which was oaleulwted by Gumbart, s French ns-
tr , 4 b that, ling to the usual
rule in such cases, the comet should be called Gam-
bart’s, not Biela's. It wad found to revolve around
the sun in & period of about six and two-third years.
It wasg not a conspicuous body—in fuct, it has sel-
dom been much more than barely visible under the
most tavorable conaitions by the naked eye. Yet it
differed from most telescopie comets in showing not
only s nuclens and s coms but a tail also. In 1832,
1880 and 1848 this comes returned to the earth’s
neighborhood;, und om two of these ocos-
slune it wos well seen. In 1839 it was wo situsted
88 to be lost in the sun's rays. In facs, at overy
third return astronomers knew thst it would be
hopel to b for the Thus, 1t was dis-
coversd in 1826, 3& wall seen In 1882; but not seon
and not even looked for in 1839, Bo again it was seen
in 1844 in ite calculated plsce and sgain in 1863; but
it was nov looked for in 1860, In 1806 snd 1873 it
shiould have been yisible, but, as will presently be
explained more fully, it was not seen. In this
rrunnt year, 1879, supposing all hed gone on as in

e forty preceding years, the comet would net have
been visible, paesing too noar the sun’s place in the
sky. Astronomers huve been set Lo search for i this
yuur (but quite fruitlessly), because thers wers
reasons to beliove thns if seen at all the comet would
nobt be seen on 1te former track. But we must not
puss to this part of the comet's history until the
strango of ted with former re-
turns and with former expected returns of the
comet to vielbility have been briefly considered.

DIVIDED IN TWAIN,

In the year 1846, when Biela's comet was well
seen, It divided—or rather, after Laving appsrently
been single, it was seen to be divided—into two dis-
tinct corets, sach having coma, nucleus and o short
tail of its own. Thess two comets travellod along
gide by side until they passed out of view, but in
1852 both returned into view, though the distance
between them was theu greatly Whether
in 1859 the companion comets would have b‘esin

8

orders on Cassiopeia, near the feet of tho former of
thene celeatial bodiles, I myself wrote in the fallows
ing terms, in s paper written in Oectober,
which sppeared in the 8t. Paul'sa MNagesine for
November, 1873:—*"There will probably be a displey
of meteors following the tmf of Bicla's .come
At sy rate, the akies should bo carefully \nmhuil;
‘The shower of meteors ahould vne oocur) will fall in
such u, direction that shooting stars might be
looked for at any hour of the night. Those belong-
ing to Bieln's comet conld be very readily distin-
guished from others, becauso their tracks wonld
.u?l to radiste from the constellation Cassi
80 that should sny one observe, on suy might be-
tween Noveniber 25 Decsmber g. & shoot-
fng star following such & track, he will have
the sutlafaction of kuowing thet in_all probabili
be haw seou 8 fragment or portlon of & comet ihlx
has divided Into twe, If not three, distinct comets,
and has tollowed up that progess of diulynmn by
dissolving altogetbher away. The on th
mado was sbundantly fulfilled, Cﬁ Novumbu#,
1874, there was & displ £ g stars de
onﬁy in maguificence smong those seen sinee the
middle of the present century to the shower ob-
sorved it the y morning hours of November
860, In bers, indeed, the shooting atdrs o
November, 1872, fuolly equalled, if they did not ex-
ceod, the shooting stars of November, 1866, Pro-
feasor Graut, of the Glasgow Observitory, counted no
fewer than 10,579 meteora between half-past ive . M,
sud ten minutes to twelve P, M. Four olservers in
Italy, who severally limited thoir observations to the
four quarters of the heavens between tha four car-
dinal points, counted in six snd & half hours 45,400
shooting stars. It appears that the greatest numl
were seen between seven and mine P, M. Batweeun five
minutes to seven and four minutes to seven the
whole of the uky sround the radiant of the wystem
seamed to be uq::rm by a meteoric elond. Thin
roglon lay, s predicted, near the feet of Androw-
eds. There remmunnd no dotubt that the enrth on
the night of November 27 had crodsed a stream of
moteorites following in the track of Biels's comes.
POGBON'S CLOUDLIKE OBJECTS,
”Bl!”no" nllmml‘ what gave rise to con-

o a ks

seen had the earth been more favorably si
not kuown. The comet was not even looked for in
that year, so hopel the h seem for so
faint an object, ¢close as the comet then was to the

ts, whioh happ 1y to be paved with
trapblock, that wees in o fair condition, the hajor-
ity were a repronch to a clty llke this that
spenfls almost $1,000,000 & yesr for strcet
cleaning. Frankfort street was in an unsightly
state from beginniny to end, more partigularly op-

sun’s app t place In the sky.
IT DISAPPEARS DISINTEGRATED,

But in 1866 the comet should have been seen as
favorably ss in 1846. The sup.tiitoudent of the
“Nautical Almnnao” published un ephemoeris of the
comot’'s motions—in othet words, lie stated whero
thd comet was to be looked for day after day,snd s
number of the most skilful pructical observers in
Europe mesrchod carefully for it, but it waa not

time, has been persistently and coolly ig i
writers of text books, so that,trom this very silence,
a child of even ordinary intellect could not fsil to
infer that Catholicity has done little or unothing for
our country, wheress the reverse is singularly snd
emplatioally the case.”” Tho work itself, therefors,
while giving » capital snd uncolored rdsumé of
eventa, B Ep ity of bringing forward the

people, disturbed by theological ure

imposcd on by the pretendions ot & chnreh which sita
s0 ealmly in the midst of the confasion, and elsims
exclusive possession of truth. The atiraction of
bodies is in propoertion to their mas=s, and a com-
munity of seven millions with & sifigle heart and
purpose works irresiatibly upom flosting unite

laims to histord brance of the early Cutholic
snd aries and of showing in general

, R ot

hat the Catholic marched shoulder to shoulder

with the Protestant and the Free Thinker in every
advance toward the colonization snd clvilization of
the t, in the founding of the Unlon, and in

which waut force to make an orbit tor i Lvas,
That sn eduested Americun Protestant sbould, st
thin time of day, run lis hesd jnto the sand and
enll bimeelt o Catholic is sutiictently absurd; but
the rpidiculour has its tragic side, snd, however
asstired we may feel of the ultimate result, no ous
can say what sy happon meanwhile.

THE NOTE OF ALAEM.

« «The principles of liberty,’ suys an snonymous
author, ‘may forbid that the Roman Cathollcs shall
be refused the same privileges which are allowed to
others;" but he says:—'Nelther liberty, equalitv
nor justice requires that Homan Catholicism shall
be permitted to pursue ita (nsidious methods of at-
twr unchallenged,’ It In one thing to allow to all
men the right to chooso any religion they pleass; it

in uite apother thing to allow & church,
as nyerous and powerful as the Chureh
of Nome, to sow the seeds of dissclulion
and destruction without dolug something to
chock the ‘cvil in  its of inciplency.”
Doing romething! But what Is the something which
is to be done? Lint {8 drop ' d

that ‘a
and frresponsible suffrage’ may have to do with the
mischiof. The Roman (stholic peassntry, who
flowed over Into Americs, are poor, orant oroa-
tures, wilo care nothing for the constitution, whose
fntorests, no far an they Buve ln{ ate in Ireland and
in thelr creed, and who vote as fiolr priests direct
them. WLhy should such vices beallowed to exm].l:

have

its preservation. This is falr enough, and is done
without a trace of sectarian bitterness. The little
book has & number of colored maps neatly execuied,
and is divided into convenient chapters,

COLLEGIATE COMPETITIONS.

ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS OF THE INTERCOLLE~
GIATE LITERARY ASSOCIATION — GREEK, LATIN,

MATHEMATICS AND MENTAL SBCIENCE.

Quis conlluxns hodie
Academicoram?

The annnal competitive examinations of the Inter-
collegiate Literary Associuntion will begin this morn-
ing ot nine o'elock at the Universliy of the City of
New York. Princeton, Willioms, Wealeyan, North-
western and Madison universities; Rutgers, the
University of the City of New York, the College of
the City of New York and the University of Pennsyl-
vauis will enter the contest. The subjeocts of exam-
inatiom will be Greek, Latin, msthematics and

tal i The exsminstion in Creek will

o re utln-rntm.i influence in the American nati
Butthe thonglt is not followed out. ‘Universal suf-
frage' just now ia the Amorican sovereign. It I
surrannded with the sacrod awe which belongs to
imperial majesty, sud oven to breathe o word against
it in tregaon. ‘The remedy has still to be found, and
the writer can but proloug snd reiterste the uoto of
alarm,
AN IMPENDING CHISIS,

“The Americans are thorovghgoing when they aro
roused. The civil war showed what they wounid do
if thelr country or thelr principles were really in
danger, sud, if the progress of Howanism crestes
diMeulties with which the constitution caunot
deal, thay will not sucrifice realitien to wseru-
ples of torm. A Foalk law in the lasi extremity
may not be lmpossible, if all else fails to check tho
growth of & rellglon which strikes at the foundas-
tions of the Stste. If Romunism b t

Janid .

thought he recognized the sanie old hillock of ashes,
ciuders and decayed vegétable matter he saw there
two years ago. The lower end of Cherry street,
opening into the New Bowery, was, if vossible,
filthler than ever it looked before. & road-
way was littered with decayed sfraw, old hoops,
hiats, shoes and onion peels, the whole beautitully
intermixed with soft raven bisck mud sbout the con-
sintency snd adhesivenoss of molted glue. Hers and
there were sigus that the sweepers had been arbund
somo time belore, geﬂnpl & week or two weeks, or
even s month ago, but it waa very plain to sow that
their services sre needed there aguih. Opposite No.
81, u four story teuement, 8 most miscell pre
of gar stood sud filled ths sir sround with s
combinution of a&s many smells us the famous
sevonty of Cologne. A woman with an uncommonly
contented expression of fsce sat oh the stoop and in
reply to the rtor’'s question, **“When were the
sweopers around hers?’ snawered, “Divil & know I
know when they wor arround, nor I don't care, an’ if
they can it 1 can. Sure, what do they mind
the likes of us, whether the sthrest ia clane or not,
80 long aa the lagy blagards fsn’t made to do their
business? That's & unics nosegay (pointing
to the garbage plie). Well, now, that wouldn't be
left long on » sidewalk in Fifth avener, whore the
quolity lives; divil s bit of §5; but we don't fret for
what we don’t expeet 1o get."”

At Nos, 221, 945, 202 and 297, in the asme atreet,
the roporter observed puddles of water, of & greesn
color; ulso overflow boxes, barrels with half
tho hoops gove, snd tered tin paila, all con-

ining hold ref some of which infected
the stmoapbere. Clinton street was quite passable,
bLiut the adjucent one, Monroe, was dotted with man
offe sive npots, espesinily in front of Now. 97, 99, 112,
124, 196 snd 167. Fools of stagnant water iuto which
nshes snd vegetsble matier been thrown were
frequent. The sidewnlknw here and there wore on-
cumbered with refuse siong the line of the carb, sod
the general appearance of the streel indicated neg-
lect, In Gouverneur sirect garbuge wore no-
ticed before Nos. 20, 38, 58 sud 57, 'Lhe same was
observeil before Nos. 320 and 372 Madison street,
From No. 20 to No, 87 Jackeon streot lakes of lguid
mud abounded, aud the playful sinall boy out trom

hool was secn to aplash it Lmpsrtislly on both

cover these —*The Electra" of 8

clen, *“The Apology =sud Crito” of Plato,
analysis of verb forme, with s geoeral account
of the origin and developmient of the sufzes

number and person, and Greek pross composition,
with accents, A knowledge of tlhio sesuning of
Sophocles—both the ismbic of the dislogue and the
choral—will be expected as well ss of the snbject
matter and oxternal form of the play, In the
Bophoeles and Plato, familisrity with the word-torms
and t fon 18 required. The Iners will
Le Professor A. Harkness, Professor H. Dtisier and

euough to cominand s majority st any Luportaut

loeal econtre tho crisis will urrive, because the con-

stitution fusiats on the equality of all creods Le-

fore thelaw, anod » conscientious Catholie knows no

Jaws save Lhose which the Chureh has sanctioned,
FHE QUENTION TO BE FOUGHT OUT,

“Theo nntﬁrlmivlc of the Republic i@ that the ma-
jority of the whole eountry shall rule. It the
Chureh of llome can really convert s majority of
thie Ameriean people elther the prineciple will have
1o be wet nside or the Chnrel will bo within ite right
in ordering matters as (t plomses, Wo know very
little of the conditions of intellectual eueryy.
In tho past history of mankisd It hus been
fntermittent. Periods of activity and progross
Lave alternated with perfods of rest, as 1€ the miod
wan like the soil, which reguires a respite of stagna-
tion to recover from au exhasustiog erop, It In pos-
wibilo, it i oven likely, that the appetite for chango
which bhas characterigod the 1 century may
followed by n wave of spiritnal and politieal conser-
vatism, tunt science will pause for & whils in
fta discoveries and that our new knowledye may
be allowsd time to shupe Iteelf into s form
with some humanity in it. Even then, how-
evor, It is hard to belleve that conservatlsm any-
where |n modern soclcty ean take the form of
It I Before 1 en b dotl
nant the question will have to be fought out with
bullets instend of with balloting papers; and lhou!m
the weal of the couverts s hot emough to bulld
cliiurehon and mounasteries, and nee lbraries
fuli  of seatlmental theclogical ltersture, wo
donbit whother it in of the sort that would fignre e.
spectably on & battle flald. 1f wo are to lie guiet for
& goneration of two it must be on some more
subimtuntinl basin than a revived snthusissi for the
Viegin Mary, Dut that the alarm should have risen
amoug onr eotwrins in the United Staten—that smong
thom, of all peopies, who are

tho heirs of &l the agos in the foremost fles of time,

{ntelligent porsons can be fouud who are really
airald of whnt may o belore them—in at Jeast ro-
wnrkabio and gives us & kind of melancholy eatis-
faction. The Amoricans, too, are butl morials aflef
all, subjoct to the same diseases which afllet the
worti-out races of the Old World, and lhey may
draw closer 1o ta it the eommon trisl."”

THH KVOLUTION OF HUMANITT.

My, Froude hiete pawsea on to assert that the fire
of Protostantism is paling, while that of Catholicism
s kindliog, ‘vle toroes which rule the evolution ot

Pr J. B Al. Each collegs is entitied to
one rop tative. Competitors (u Latin must be
propared for ination on the first twenty-five ot

the “Helected Jotters of Cleero,” *“Lhe ‘I'rinuomus"
of Plantus and Lown composition, and to trasusiste
into Euglish st wight & short pussage from one of
tho historiane, Prof Short, Prol

0. D, Morris and Professor W, Gordon MeCube will
be i Y] lative s invited

& Clharl

the rep

irom vaoh college.
MATHEMATICS,
The examinstion iu wateematios will embrace
analytical geometry sud calewlus, and will be ecun-
dueted by Protessor 8. Newcomb, of the Nutional
Observatory, and Professor P, H, Michie, of Wist
Point. Esch ocovllego Is ontitled to one' represents.
tive. ‘The text bouk in which condidstes (11 mental
science will be cxmmined will be Protessor Edwurd
vaird’s “Uritieal Aceount of the Philowophy of
Kaut,” Prowident Noah Porter, Proteskor A. Alexan-
dor snd P AL, O 1 bave besn ehiowen
i Euach eoll may send une represcuts.

tve,

The conteat in orstory la aet down for Jauuary 8,
st the Academny of Musje, aud st that Liue the numes
oF the successiul essayists will ulwo be nnnounced,
an well aa those of the winnlug competitors in the
exuminations. Kvery contesiant In the exainths-
tious, essay writiug or oratory, is asked to send to
the tribunal of the iation o siat t of all
the studies pursved by him iu sccordance with hin
evllege currienlm, the namber of hours per week
given to esch stndy, the degree for which ho is
studying or bas studied and the year of lLis gradus-
tion, Colomel T. Wentworth Higginson, chalrman
of the Bonrd of Judges on Essays, s neldoted an
sulbijects for ousny writing ;—"“L'he Chineso Question"
aud *The Comparative Influence of Carlyle and Ton-
nyson,” Each ossay must bosr o clpher or Netitious
nawe, which must sino be indorsed on & sealed on-

which muerk the warious relations of mood, tense, |

| an' don't you forget i,

sidewsiks and over the clothes of pedestrinns,
MORE OF THE SAME KIND,

From No. 16 to No, 41 on Goerck street & good deal
of Aith was strewed by the curb, and at Nos. 60 and
01 were two large, teeming uﬂ'hﬂﬂ boxer thut wp-
penred of it they had not been emptied for n week.

“When were these boxes cleaned out?” was asked
ofl Jucob Siall, the portly owner of a nesrby beer
saloon.

“Vell now,” sald Jake, taking an earnest look at
the reporter, “if dem tan gen vou glenned owit in
dreo verks deu my natue ‘tJake Stuhl any more,
meinherr, It's shust
soand'ios, und, meln Gott, it it vas summer dimoes
we'd all hafo de golera an' meanles,””

Before Now, 71, 75, 7T and 79, on the same atrost,
wore ugly heaps of dirt that befouled the atmos-
phere. lu Liviugton street were other :lliun apote
notably, facing Nos, 284, 200, 205 and 310, In Lewis
strest thero were dirt piles atore the Louses Nos,
T4, T8, 04, 119, 119 aud 2. 1o Columbis strect the
roporter saw 4 wolnsn opposite Mo, 49 with a broom
in ber hand sweeping half the strest before lher
door aud saving money to the treasury of the
Btreet Cleaning Departinent,

:A;e you tired waiting for the sweepers ' aho wan
asked,

““Well, I shonld say | was,” she replied. “Some-
times whon there s little sweeping to do they'll be
around here eyery day, bul when It s nasty and
hoavy liko they keep nway for a weok., [ profer to
do it myself,” and the Lttle woman resumed her
wweeping with a will, Starton sireot proved on in-
spection to be about one of the dirtiest streeta in
the ward, and st the intersoction with Sherilf stroot,
whero tho mouth of & sewer happened to be choked,
& vile smoll nrose and was distinetly perceptible to
the nose half 4 block away, Dofore Now, 308, 240, 244
snd 207 in Stanton strect, the swoepers will find
work for their brooms and shovels, Bheriff, in
point of fith, took the palm awsy froin Btauton
street, and opposite Now, 04, 79, 80, 82, M and
96 the dirt was disgraceful, Hes of l:&
straw and vogetables Hetorod tho rosdway In front
Non, 76, 70, 80, B4, 0, 05 and 00 Willett street. In
Pitt stroet, facing Nos, 116 and 119, were runm pud
dles of Inky black water, nelther ploasant to the oye
nor the olfsdtorics, At Now. 136 and 137 pungent
sud powerful odors ted the

Now. 941 and 230 ashes overflowed on the wide-
walk, Opposite No. 14 aven B, aud also
Nos. T, 11, 39 and 30 thore was plonty of work for the
publie seavangers. Noriolk held fts own se s dirty
atreet, and no more Althy heaps wers sden ufwhm
thin before Nos, 119 142, 140, 152 and 101, East Hous-
ton kovps Norfolk strout in countenance and wears no
botter appearance, though it in & great thoroughfare,
In frout ot Nos, 194, 268, 979, 489 wnd 291 were pilen of

velope containing the suthor's vime sud
anying the essay, The name of the colloge, also,
‘roumn which the colléglan halls must be written
npon the euvelope, The length of each cssay is
strietly Umited to 0,000 words, The assvciation is
entitled lnlmuunﬂ?l copy of cach prize m{
but the essny will be st the anthor's disposal shou
bie winh to print it, Eson college is entitled 1o two
represontiativos,

PINANCIAL PROSPECTE,
The assoeiation (s In & (Rir wiy of being placed on
Grenoral

8 Orm Buspcial basws, Alezsuder 8. Webl,

ittt ad an they infeot
dirt that shounla lh:}lﬂtj? bo _tlluum. ‘I'WL

T e T80 0, 10 ‘amd 184 Buffolk steees ek
N h L]
abounded, and the same might be ssid of Oretisrd

treot, before Now, TH, 64, 84, 85 and 04,
. Un the w::l slde of town, along (e lne of Green-
wich and Washington streata, thors wire many dirty
apots noticeabls, especinlly where the large tete-
o wing ik T b hae of demte
wa re o
'lla nt-m:'.' Thin wan n‘nl in front of Now. 78, @9,

a 90 dreenwioh and in front
Bt T ok, A1aean 136 Wasbigton strest.

posita Nos, 23, 35, 47, 30, 31 and 47, whore there were m .[‘Enh;'; was t;ut'lt: the :llighmt hio;mﬂ" I wg::e
lack ? o QBEP1 e opinions whic Ave n
ﬂm‘:“?.'h:u.h,f.}"ﬁz“,ﬁ’;.’_ 1"3:‘;.:':&,," :E,; since expreasod )i: sovoral astronomers, I see no
vy | Bot apegied o prvent S bile ppeleence, 1 | Sk oL Shas B, SHien, ot o nit
i 3 it it o 0 o o whie
it has alwsys been neglected, and tho reporter had

' mn haviug oocurred in t

ted, Astronomors were certafn that, 1f
undesttoynd or undissipated, the comot would raugw

PP by which it womld
seemn  thut even some mathemastisians
considerable skill have been misled. A Germsn
astronomer, Klinkerfues, talegraphod to Pogsoti, the
government observer st ras, “Bilela touwched
eurth November 27, look for it near Thots Centaunrl,”
meouning, doubiless, what was in reality the case,
that the earth had throngh the matsorio
train of Biels, and thet it might be worth while to
look out for the retreating flight in tha of the
heavens directly opposite the point from which
the meteors had scemed to srrive. Whether
Klinkerfues meant this, or whether, as somo sesin
to suppose, he meaut thai saibly Biela's
comet might have been déla ten or, twelye
- the
the

wee A0 bave eerfainly encousm
earth on November 27, need mnet for
i fered. Huffice it that Pogeon ex-
smined the heivens in the region Lidicated, and
there, in the esrly morning hours of Dcmmfn!'l.
1672, d ted two cloud-like objects. hese ho saw

the assigned path—as certain as a station
would be that o train wonld buter s station on the line
of rxils ssaigned to {t, unless some accident or mis-
take should occur,” But comets do not mske mis-

cident, being broken, by some mischanoe, itto two
parts under the very eyes of astfopomers. Poasibly
in 1859 it met with further misudyentures. 3
rate, something had happened to the comet since Ita
retreat in 1362, How Blela’s comet came actually to
be divided into two distinet bodien, and lster to be
a0 far dissiputed as to be no longer visible, even in
the most powerful telescopes and under tlie most
favorabls circumstisnces, will probably be under-

T
saain on the morning of December 3, by which
time their position on the star-vadit Bad ch »
#0 that it was clear they were not nebilm or star-
ciouds, but veritable attvndants ou the sun, though
whether comets or meteor flights was not clearly
made ount. [t whs, however, clearly shown
that neither of thess objects could ibly have
Leen the meteor tlight crossed by ocarth on
the night of November 27, 1872, It was equally cer-
tain nelther the meteor fight nw.%m two
cometic objocts could have beon Biela's comot ik

self—though all three were traveliing in such
courses that they might bo called attendants of 13
for the time the history of ‘s

body. There
t haa closed. Nothing mors has

stood when we kuow the nature of those p
of repulsion which lesd to the formation ot comats’
tails, For our present purpost It Is only necessary
to observe thst thess processes of repulsion do most
obvionaly carry saway parts of the substance of a
comet’'s head to enormous distances, and that in
some way Biela's comet was div ., aven sa it were
u the eyes of mstrononiers, into two distinot
comets; for we thus learn to recognize the further
disin fon of the comet am of & process umn-
doun y commenced {n 1846 and undon y tom-
petent to effect the dlssipetion of the comet's sub-
t An tho t_ wua bhed for in valn in
1868 In the n:?lun whish nnquestionably it would
have trave had 1t
Shoroughly lesipated and Jsintegraed. 1

ro d &0 i any-
lhin‘gujl‘!! have made this u‘:.“ cortain it would
have been the circumstance in 1872, also, the
comet wan searchod for in vain.

ITH TRACK ACROSS THRE RARTH'S PATI.

If the comet had been ltke most of ita fellows
astronomers must have given up all ides of obtain-
iug further infor i T ing But in one
important respect it differed from them. It is one
of the few known cumets whose paths cross, or at
leant _pasn very close to, the track of tho earth.
Al y in 1584 sttention had been called to this cir-
cmmmstapre, lopdeed, foars had been sxcived amony
tlhiows unfamilinr with astronomical relations by the

t that the t would cross the earth’s
path in thst year, although it waa sxplained that the
comet woul s & month before the varth resnbed
that polnt of her psth, pod o
John Hersehel wrote in 1808, ‘*Had a meeting taken
place, from what we know of comots, it is probable
that no karin would have happened, and that nobody
would have known saything sbout it,” But from
whut we have sinoe learned we have resson to be-
Itevo that we should hsve known a t deal about
the encounter, though it remains altogether !pnu-
ble that no harm would have happened For we
have loarned thst as & rule the tracka of comets nro
followed by millions of meteorio bodies, which, sa
the earth through the thight, produee dlnghz-
of falling wtars, each meteor in ita rush through the
earth's atwosphere producl a trall or stroak of
light; sand doubtless in the head iteelf of » comet
mieteoric ics are much more rhhl.ld, strewn, 80
that sn encounter with the head wou 'nr;‘duul an
unusually splendid display of falling iy 1t i,

been seon of
it, either as & comet or ss s meteor flight, though
scattered meteors travelling in its train were scen
towsrd the end of November, 1877, and more would
probably bave been secu at the ssme part of last year
if the skios then nad not been overelouded in usarly
all European countries,

A FINE DISPLAY PROBABLE.

The next of the earth sthwart the track of
the comet is the first wince that of November 37,
1872, during which & meteor shower could be ex-
mod to occur. Tho om:::‘ umul odhlhl nrl::'l

, OF passed very near , early April 1
and though the interval is cons longer be-
tween then and the end of November

the s T go in 1572 and the display
of that yoar, yot it in most probable that many tmaote-
orio sttendants of the t will neeu on

somao
nights (or perhaps on soveral nights) between No-
nmhu!ﬂ pI:ld &mhr 1, and qulh'pﬂll‘hh that
& very fine shower masy be seen, metsors. will
they
L

be wall worth looki, lormmﬂﬂk it

are carefnlly obse and counted hour by hc‘::-
astronomoers will probably obtain some further
mhe into the which lead to

of the
disaipstion of s comet and cause ita to ba
oceupied over & range of many millions mlles b
ttered | tend o0 others llnz

s tho teorn will be full of interest;
and it is pot st all unlikely that they will apvesr in
such ¥ axs to prod an exceodingly besuti-
tul display.

DETERMINED TO DIE,

FAILING TO DROWN HIMSELF A WOULD-BRE SUIs
CIDE ENDEAVOHS TO DARH HIS BRAINS OUT,
Shortly sfter the Fulton ferrybost Farragut left

the ferry slip on this side of the river, stsleven

o'clock yesterday forenoon, s tall, muscular looking
man stepped over the forward chains and sprang
futo the river, Beveral passongers snd a deck hand
gave the alarm snd the pilot rong the bell so
stop the engine. The man sasuk, but arose lo
tho f 1 t b h the wheel of the

bont aa It became stationary. A lile
was thrown to him, but he to

bowever, vary noteworthy, se will p PP
more clearly, that no dlsLh: of meteors Is recorded
last woek of November,
1882, though the comet had crossed the earth's track
lons than o month before, Yot in 1872 astronomers
waoro led to u&w! momewhat confldently that, as the
enrih o track of Mela's comet, which hed

oné that way only some ten or twelve weoks beforn,
fhan would be a shower of falling stars produced by
thie bodles following in the comet's path.

Here Mr. I'roctor pauses to show slaborately that
#it ia the train, and not the tuil, of & comet which is
followed by meteorlc sttendants,” He then passen
on to show how it ean be dellnitely proven what
particular motoor atrenm the carth {s passing through
at s certain time,

THE RADIANT POINT.

Tho radisnt poiut which st present distinguishes
one moeteor systom from supothor, evem though
Loth meteor systems m show falling stars
on one and the sume night or at ome and the
suime time, 14 not aspplicsble to most of the
rocords of swtar showers, That oriterion, it need
Lardly be smid, is the porition of what in ealled
the radisnt nfl‘“” of the star showers, the point
from which all the tnoteor teacks on tha aky seemn
to tend. Tho resder must not fall jnto tho
mlstake of supposing that every melsor track
sbwolntoly extends from the so-called radisnt. On
the coutrary, it may truly be satd that not one
such treok or ean sxtend from that point. But
encht tends from the point In the wenne that, if the
conrse d by & toor be 1 to be ex-
tonded backward in s siraight line (or, more cor-
rectly apoaking, in s great circle of the heavenly
aphbere), the line would piss through the radiant
polat. The expression s used in the ssme general
pense, snd han, in fool, the same significance aa the
statement usnslly made about parallel lines and
their vanishing point in perspective. Lines which
dre really lel are no drawn In perspective tlnt

from one snd thé same poiut, but
they do not extend from i, o artiet
might indeed draw them in ponofl from thst
point, but he would sfterwsed riab ont parts of the
1 Huen, lonving the rest all tending from the
vauishing point, but none 'i them extending actu-
ally trom 16, Now, what s the redisut point of 4 }
metoor system? It 1n i reality that toly re

was then lowered over the side

by the coat collar,

With the asaistance of & bosthook sud o rope the
would-be sticide was drawn abourd. While
being hauled out of the water ho appeared to nx:ut
of his rash purpose, aa he mlumnd:—'-"luru 14
of mo. Don't let me go."” He wos taken Into the
pontlemen’s  cabin, and there in  bis  pookets
wore found two bricks snd several stones.
When the boat resched Hrooklyn a
nian took charge ot the man and condueted him to
the York street station house. The policomasn ob-
servod that Lie wan tinder tho influence of Hgior sud
was In & atato of excitoment bordering uguﬂ-
lirinm ttomens, Whon ssked whether he was
sired of 1ffe be ropliad with an osth
why they can’t let & man drown whon ho wantx to,
At the station bonse ho gave his name ys Cornsling
Daly. He said ho wis thirty-seven yoars of age
was np:;lhr by :luda. bﬂ: hin pocket was fo L]
memorandum and member's cara of hioal
Unlon No. 6, Troogry

waa takon to tho lowar corridor, whete the
1 d celln are looated, and wan wes in blap-
kots, An officer wos told to wateh him. After s
time he Jumped up and ran up into the yard,
whete he wocured his dripping olothes, which
he proceeded to vut on, Captain Crafte obe
serving that the man hud s wild and look,
eaused him to be put in a cell, The door hud soaton]
been closesd npon him when e grew
beat hin hend rurfonsly against the walls

and the grated y tr-g takon
and ﬂ:llg ul: ihﬂ.wu:tyul;o:;m. E’ qi.l'ot

h nd desconded aud graspod him

mitted that he had beon deinking hard w
toroo wooks, and was pronounced to be su l’
from delirlum tremons, Ho was reticent an
sullen, but intimsted thet he héd some family

troubles,
PARK CUMMISSIONERS,

At yestorday's mml-.u of :l; Park Comminsioners
& rosolution susponding sil the Jaborers snd fores
man on the fores of the snnoxed wards wes
'l'u&du‘m ht—ﬂll’ml' ‘:.h- I.lluﬂr'lﬂ on .l_.l:“ 0:' e
and ol . w won fi
Board ul timate and P p.monll‘:'l

§7,000 for that purpons, st mhﬂlg

Qummissioners,




